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About this document 

This document is a Smart Energy Code (SEC) Release Implementation Document (RID). It 
summarises the scope of the SEC Release, the impacts it will have, the timeline and testing strategy, 
the central costs that will be incurred, and the acceptance criteria for this release. 

This document will be updated periodically as the release develops. 
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1. Scope 

Targeted Modification Proposals 
The following Modification Proposals will be included in this release if a decision to approve is 
received by the respective cut-off dates: 

• MP085B ‘Synchronisation of Smart Meter voltage measurement periods (meters currently 
installed)’ proposes to populate the Maintenance Validity Period (MVP) end dates for pre- 
Smart Metering Equipment Technical Specification (SMETS) v5.2 version within the Technical 
Specification Applicability Tables (TSAT). This will mean that pre-SMETS v5.2 Devices can 
still be installed as the Installation Validity Period (IVP) will remain undetermined. 

Cut-off date for inclusion: 13 February 2025 

• MP273 'User Demand and Network Traffic Insights' proposes to introduce an obligation for 
Data Communications Company (DCC) Users to provide insights on their future plans that 
impact network traffic demand. Following the implementation of MP116 ’Service Request 
Forecasting’ there are no longer SEC obligations for DCC Users to provide demand 
assumptions or share details of their future plans with the DCC. At present a DCC User could 
significantly increase network demand with little or no notification to the DCC, risking the 
performance of the network and the service experience of all Users.  

Cut-off date for inclusion: 13 February 2025 

• MP274 'Requirement for DCC Users to set TPS configurations' proposes to introduce a 
requirement in Appendix R ‘Common Test Scenarios Document’ User Entry Process Testing 
(UEPT) Criteria for DCC Users (new and existing) to set Transactions Per Second (TPS) 
limits. This will enable the DCC to queue Southbound requests. 

Cut-off date for inclusion: 13 February 2025 

 

DCC Change Requests 
There are no DCC Change Requests planned to be implemented alongside this SEC Release. 

2. Impacts 

This section lists the impacts that the changes will have on participants and their systems, SEC 
documents and other industry codes. This section assumes all targeted modifications will be 
approved for inclusion in this release. 

 

SEC Party and DCC impacts 

Participant impact matrix 
Modification Suppliers Electricity 

Networks 
Gas 

Networks 
Other SEC 

Parties 
DCC 

MP085B      

https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/synchronisation-of-smart-meter-voltage-measurement-periods-meters-currently-installed/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/synchronisation-of-smart-meter-voltage-measurement-periods-meters-currently-installed/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/user-demand-and-network-traffic-insights/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/service-request-forecasting/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/service-request-forecasting/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/requirement-f0r-dcc-users-to-set-tps-configurations/
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Participant impact matrix 
Modification Suppliers Electricity 

Networks 
Gas 

Networks 
Other SEC 

Parties 
DCC 

MP273      
MP274      

 

The impacts on the different participants are summarised below. The business requirements for each 
Modification Proposal are annexed to the Modification Reports for each modification, which are 
available on the corresponding modifications’ webpages. 

SEC Party impacts 
Participant Summary of impacts 

All SEC Parties • (MP273) Demand forecasting obligations will apply to all DCC 
Users. 

• (MP274) All SEC Parties that are or wish to become a DCC 
User will need to set TPS limits as part of UEPT Entry Criteria.  

Supplier Parties • (MP085B) Suppliers will need to upgrade their Devices to 
firmware upgrades compliant with SMETS v5.2. 

• (MP274) Suppliers that are already DCC Users will need to set 
TPS limits (if these are not in place already). Suppliers that are 
not DCC Users will set TPS limits as part of UEPT Entry Criteria. 

Electricity Network Parties • (MP085B) once Devices are updated to a SMETS version which 
supports the MP085A solution, Networks will benefit from Root 
Mean Square (RMS) voltage measurement periods commencing 
at consistent time periods. 

• (MP274) Electricity Network Parties that are already DCC Users 
will need to set TPS limits (if these are not in place already). 
Electricity Network Parties that are not DCC Users will set TPS 
limits as part of UEPT Entry Criteria. 

Gas Network Parties • (MP274) Gas Network Parties that are already DCC Users will 
need to set TPS limits (if these are not in place already). Gas 
Network Parties that are not DCC Users will set TPS limits as 
part of UEPT Entry Criteria. 

Other SEC Parties • (MP085B) Device Manufacturers will need to design and 
produce firmware updates that contain SMETS v5.2 
functionality.  

• (MP274) Other SEC Parties that are already DCC Users will 
need to set TPS limits (if these are not in place already). Other 
SEC Parties that are not DCC Users will set TPS limits as part 
of UEPT Entry Criteria. 

DCC • (MP273) The DCC will need to produce the Microsoft forms 
template for the demand forecast submissions. 

• (MP274) As part of UEPT Entry Criteria relating to TPS limits, 
the DCC would engage with existing and new DCC Users to 
discuss TPS limits and amend, if necessary.  
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DCC impacts 
Area impacted Summary of impacts 

Report Generation • (MP273) The DCC will need to collate and utilise the information 
on the demand forecast submissions from DCC Users. 

Operational • N/A 
Testing • N/A 
Governance • N/A 

 

SECAS impacts 
SECAS will need to make the updates to the SEC to implement the modifications approved for this 
release. 

 

SEC document impacts 
The following SEC documents will be updated in this release: 

• Section A ‘Definitions and Interpretations’ 

• Section H - DCC Services 

• Schedule 11 - Technical Specification Applicability Tables 

• Appendix R - Common Test Scenarios Document 

 

Each of these documents is affected by the following modifications: 

SEC document impact matrix 
Document MP85B DP273 MP274 

Section A    

Section H    

Schedule 11    

Appendix R    

 

The proposed changes to each document are annexed to the Modification Reports for each 
modification. These are available on the corresponding modifications’ webpages. 

 

Other code impacts 
No other Codes are impacted by this release. 



 

 

 

 

February 2025 SEC Release 
Implementation Document 

Page 6 of 8 
 

This document has a Classification 
of Clear 

 

3. Implementation timeline 

This section lists the planned timeline for the implementation of this release. 

Release implementation timetable 
Date Event Notes 

19 Nov 2024 Change Sub-Committee (CSC) 
baselines RID 

The CSC will review the RID and baseline the 
document. 

31 Jan 2025 
 

DCC submits evidence against 
the operational acceptance 
criteria 

 

10 Feb 2025 Operations Group (OPSG) 
reviews status against the 
operational acceptance criteria 

The OPSG will provide a recommendation to 
the CSC on whether the release should be 
implemented as planned. 
Preliminary reviews of progress will be 
scheduled across preceding meetings. 

18 Feb 2025 CSC go/no-go decision The CSC will review the status of the release 
against the acceptance criteria and will 
determine if the release should be 
implemented as planned. 

27 Feb 2025 Release go-live The changes are implemented. 

4. Test strategy 

This release will not impact the DCC Systems and so will not require any Pre-Integration Testing 
(PIT), Systems Integration Testing (SIT) or User Integration Testing (UIT). 

There are no User testing impacts for this release. 

5. Costs 

This section summarises the costs that will be incurred by the DCC and SECAS in implementing this 
release. 

 

DCC costs 

Breakdown of DCC implementation costs 
Modification Design, 

Build & 
PIT 

Additional 
Cloud 

Infrastructure 

Power BI 
Report 
Build (5 
Months) 

DCC Test 
Assurance 

Penetration 
Testing 

DCC User 
Acceptance 
Testing (4 

Weeks) 
MP085B N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
MP273 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
MP274 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

 

 

 

February 2025 SEC Release 
Implementation Document 

Page 7 of 8 
 

This document has a Classification 
of Clear 

 

 

SECAS costs 
SECAS will incur two days effort, equating to around £1,200, to update and implement the changes to 
the SEC. SECAS estimates a maximum of four days of effort, equating to around £2,400, will be 
needed for project management of the release. This cost has already been accounted for in the 
SECAS budget, and so Parties will not incur any additional costs. 

6. Acceptance criteria 

The following criteria will need to be met before the release can go live.  

Prior to go-live, OPSG will review the status of the release against these criteria. It will provide a 
recommendation to the CSC on whether to implement the release as planned. The CSC will review 
this recommendation and will determine then if the release should or shouldn’t be implemented as 
planned. 

 

Operational acceptance criteria 

1. The DCC has brought to readiness all the new and changed components needed to provide 
the new services. This will include completing the service design and proving the service 
operations capability. 

2. The DCC has demonstrated that all pre-existing services will be stable in the run-up to 
deployment of the release. 

3. The DCC has proven that the new services can be operated alongside, and integrated with, 
the existing services. 

4. The DCC has assessed the risk posed by existing problems and defects in the existing live 
service, and the implications these will have for the revised service.  

5. The DCC has assessed and addressed the impact on Users arising from any issues, defects 
or workarounds within the new services. 

6. The DCC has demonstrated that lessons learnt from previous SEC Releases and other DCC 
changes have been taken on board. 

7. The DCC has demonstrated there will be no detrimental impact on consumers’ experience. 

8. The DCC has completed assurance of the Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery 
processes. 

9. SECAS will be ready to implement the approved changes to the SEC on the agreed 
implementation date. 

10. SECAS has brought to readiness all the new and changed components that it is responsible 
for that are needed to support the new services. 
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Appendix 1: Version control 

Document history 
Version Date Changes 

0.1 12 Nov 2024 First draft published and presented to the CSC. 
 

Appendix 2: Glossary 

This table lists all the acronyms used in this document and the full term they are an abbreviation for. 

Glossary 
Acronym Full term 

CSC Change Sub-Committee 
DCC Data Communications Company 
IVP Installation Validity Period 
MVP Maintenance Validity Period 
OPSG Operations Group 
PIT Pre-Integration Testing 
RID Release Implementation Document 
SEC Smart Energy Code 
SECAS Smart Energy Code Administrator and Secretariat 
SIT System Integration Testing 
SMETS Smart Metering Equipment Technical Specification 
TPS Transactions Per Second 
TSAT Technical Specification Applicability Tables 
UEPT User Entry Process Testing 
UIT User Integration Testing 
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